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that their success can be replicated by oth-
ers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 735—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 29, 2020, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL URBAN WILDLIFE 
REFUGE DAY’’ 
Mr. GARDNER (for himself, Mr. BEN-

NET, and Mr. UDALL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 735 

Whereas over 80 percent of people in the 
United States live in or near cities, which 
typically have limited opportunities for resi-
dents to access nature and experience out-
door recreation; 

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem under the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service manages 568 national wildlife 
refuges that constitute a national network 
of land and water managed for the conserva-
tion of fish, wildlife, and plants in the United 
States; 

Whereas national wildlife refuges provide 
opportunities for people to discover and ap-
preciate nature; 

Whereas there is a refuge located within a 
1-hour drive of every metropolitan area in 
the United States; 

Whereas the Urban Wildlife Conservation 
Program under the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service— 

(1) focuses on introducing people living in 
densely populated areas to the more than 100 
national wildlife refuges near urban areas; 
and 

(2) promotes wildlife conservation and the 
enjoyment of hunting, fishing, and other 
wildlife-dependent recreational activities 
close to where people live; 

Whereas the Urban Wildlife Conservation 
Program focuses on public-private partner-
ships— 

(1) to improve wildlife conservation; and 
(2) to promote access to recreation on and 

off national wildlife refuges, including rec-
reational activities such as hunting and fish-
ing; and 

Whereas by exploring community-centered 
approaches to address local needs, engaging 
the next generation of anglers and hunters, 
and providing infrastructure and safe access, 
the Urban Wildlife Conservation Program 
helps local organizations, cities, and towns 
across the United States engage in conserva-
tion activities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 29, 2020, as ‘‘Na-

tional Urban Wildlife Refuge Day’’; 
(2) encourages the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service to increase access to out-
door recreational opportunities for urban 
communities; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to visit and experience the more than 
100 urban national wildlife refuges of the 
United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 736—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2020 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL KINSHIP CARE 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. GRASS-

LEY, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. CASEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. BROWN, Mr. SCHU-
MER, and Mr. BRAUN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 736 
Whereas, in September 2020, ‘‘National 

Kinship Care Month’’ is observed; 
Whereas, nationally, 2,700,000 children are 

living in kinship care with grandparents, 
other relatives, and family friends (‘‘fictive 
kin’’); 

Whereas, nationally, nearly 1⁄3 of all foster 
care placements are in kinship foster care, 
with more than 133,000 children placed in 
kinship foster care; 

Whereas more than 2,600,000 kinship chil-
dren live in informal kinship care outside of 
the foster care system; 

Whereas, while kinship care is the most 
common term for relative caregivers of chil-
dren, they are sometimes also referred to as 
kincaregivers or grandfamilies; 

Whereas the number of children placed in 
foster care continues to increase due in part 
to the opioid crisis, and child welfare agen-
cies are increasingly reliant on grandparents 
and other kinship caregivers; 

Whereas, during the COVID–19 pandemic, 
kinship caregivers who are often grand-
parents with health vulnerabilities are par-
enting children in their homes, often with 
limited support; 

Whereas kinship caregivers residing in 
urban, rural, and suburban households in 
every State and territory of the United 
States have stepped forward out of love and 
loyalty to care for children during times in 
which parents are unable to do so; 

Whereas kinship caregivers provide safety, 
promote well-being, and establish stable 
households for vulnerable children; 

Whereas kinship care homes offer a refuge 
for traumatized children; 

Whereas kinship care enables a child— 
(1) to maintain family relationships and 

cultural heritage; and 
(2) to remain in the community of the 

child; 
Whereas the wisdom and compassion of 

kinship caregivers is a source of self-reliance 
and strength for countless children and for 
the entire United States; 

Whereas children in kinship care experi-
ence improved placement stability, higher 
levels of permanency, and decreased behav-
ioral problems; 

Whereas kinship caregivers face daunting 
challenges to keep children from entering 
foster care; 

Whereas, because of parental substance use 
disorders and other adverse childhood experi-
ences, children in kinship care frequently 
have trauma-related conditions; 

Whereas many kinship caregivers give up 
their retirement years to assume parenting 
duties for children; 

Whereas the Senate wishes to honor the 
many kinship caregivers, who throughout 
the history of the United States have pro-
vided loving homes for children; 

Whereas the first president of the United 
States, George Washington, and his wife 
Martha were themselves kinship caregivers, 
as were many other great people of the 
United States; 

Whereas the Senate is proud to recognize 
the many kinship care families in which a 
child is raised by grandparents, other rel-
atives, and fictive kin; 

Whereas National Kinship Care Month pro-
vides an opportunity to urge people in every 
State to join in recognizing and celebrating 
kinship caregiving families and the tradition 
of families in the United States to help kin; 

Whereas, in 2018, Congress provided for 
kinship navigator programs and services in 
the Family First Prevention Services Act 
enacted under title VII of division E of the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (Public Law 
115–123; 132 Stat. 64) and the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115–141; 
132 Stat. 348); 

Whereas, in 2018, Congress provided for the 
formation of the Advisory Council to Sup-
port Grandparents Raising Grandchildren to 
examine supports for grandparents and other 
kinship caregivers in the Supporting Grand-
parents Raising Grandchildren Act (Public 
Law 115–196; 132 Stat. 1511); and 

Whereas more remains to be done to sup-
port kinship caregiving and to ensure that 
all children have a safe, loving, nurturing, 
and permanent family, regardless of age or 
special needs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2020 as ‘‘National 

Kinship Care Month’’; 
(2) encourages Congress, States, local gov-

ernments, and community organizations to 
continue to work to improve the lives of vul-
nerable children and families and to support 
the communities working together to lift 
them up; and 

(3) honors the commitment and dedication 
of kinship caregivers and the advocates and 
allies who work tirelessly to provide assist-
ance and services to kinship caregiving fami-
lies. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 737—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF SEPTEMBER 30, 
2020, AS ‘‘NATIONAL VETERANS 
SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY’’ 

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. MORAN, and Mr. TESTER) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 737 

Whereas the wounds sustained through 
armed service to the United States are both 
visible and invisible; 

Whereas the wounds sustained through 
armed service to the United States may be 
invisible, but those wounds are treatable if 
the bearers of those wounds are connected to 
the right resources; 

Whereas the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Department of Defense have de-
termined that an average of nearly 20 cur-
rent or former members of the Armed Forces 
die by suicide each day; 

Whereas veterans account for a dispropor-
tionate percentage of all adult suicides in 
the United States; 

Whereas the surviving family members of 
veterans who succumb to the invisible 
wounds of armed service to the United 
States must not be forgotten and isolated 
but instead must be directed to available re-
sources and support; 

Whereas, after the loss of a veteran family 
member to the invisible wounds of armed 
service to the United States, the family 
members of that veteran must not lose their 
link to the support and strength of the mili-
tary and veteran communities; 

Whereas the families of veterans who die 
by suicide hold valuable ‘‘lessons learned on 
the lookback’’ that can be used to prevent 
future suicides in veteran populations; 

Whereas the voices of the surviving family 
members of veterans who die by suicide are 
useful and should be leveraged in prevention 
efforts; 

Whereas the need for formal recognition of 
the families of veterans who succumb to the 
invisible wounds of armed service to the 
United States is vital to the strength, 
health, and survival of the veteran commu-
nity; 

Whereas those families should be recog-
nized, supported, and heard on National Vet-
erans Suicide Prevention Day and through-
out the year; and 
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